ANDROCLES AND THE LION

and wild honey, practising a savage austerity. He courted martyr-
dom, and met it at the hands of Herod. Jesus saw no merit either
in asceticism or martyrdom. In contrast to John he was essenti-
ally a highly-civilized, cultivated person. According to Luke, he
pointed out the contrast himself, chaffing the Jews for complain-
ing that John must be possessed by the devil because he was a
teetotaller and vegetarian, whilst, because Jesus was neither one
nor the other, they reviled him as a gluttonous man and a wine-
bibber, the friend of the officials and their mistresses. He told
straidaced disciples that they would have trouble enough from
other people without making any for themselves, and that they
should avoid martyrdom and enjoy themselves whilst they had
the chance. "When they persecute you in this city," he says, "flee
into the next." He preaches in the synagogues and in the open air
indifferently, just as they come. He repeatedly says, "I desire
mercy and not sacrifice," meaning evidently to clear himself of
the inveterate superstition that suffering is gratifying to God. "Be
not, as the Pharisees, of a sad countenance," he says. He is con-
vivial, feasting with Roman officials and sinners. He is careless of
his person, and is remonstrated with for not washing his hands
before sitting down to table. The followers of John the Baptist,
who fast, and who expect to find the Christians greater ascetics
than themselves, are disappointed at finding that Jesus and his
twelve friends do not fast; and Jesus tells them that they should
rejoice in him instead of being melancholy. He is jocular, and
tells them they will all have as much fasting as they want soon
enough, whether they like it or not. He is not afraid of disease,
and dines with a leper. A woman, apparently to protect him
against infection, pours a costly unguent on his head, and is re-
buked because what it cost might have been given to the poor.
He poohpoohs that lowspirited view, and says, as he said when
he was reproached for not fasting, that the poor are always there
to be helped, but that he is not there to be anointed always, im-
plying that you should never lose a chance of being happy when
ttiere is so much misery in the world. He breaks the Sabbath; is
impatient of conventionality when it is uncomfortable or ob-
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